GRG/AGA Young Investigator Awards
The central mission of today's GRG is to foster, support, and promote the careers of young investigators (physiciansscientists and doctoral scientists) in digestive and liver disease research. One way in which the GRG continues to achieve this mission is through recognizing the exceptional achievements of investigators conducting digestive disease research with the GRG/AGA Young Investigator Awards for Basic and Clinical Science Research. research is focused on understanding the mechanisms that control intestinal development and homeostasis, and translating this knowledge into novel therapeutic approaches to treat diseases of the intestine, such as colorectal cancer. His laboratory has elucidated roles for epithelial transcription factors such as Atoh1 (Math1), Gfi1, and Spdef in the development and differentiation of the intestine. He has published over 30 original peer-reviewed publications and has been awarded three research grants, including an NIH R01 to study mechanisms of colorectal carcinogenesis. Dr. Kobayashi obtained his MD from Nagoya University School of Medicine and his Ph.D. from Nagoya University Graduate School of Medicine, Nagoya, Japan. Dr. Kobayashi's residency in internal medicine was completed at Toyohashi Municipal Hospital, Aichi, Japan, and his clinical gastroenterology fellowship was completed at the KKR Tokai Hospital, Nagoya. Dr. Kobayashi also completed a gastroenterology research fellowship at Keio University, Tokyo, Japan. He is currently a postdoctoral fellow in the Division of Gastroenterology at the University of North Carolina. Under the mentorship of Dr. Scott Plevy, Dr. Kobayashi's work is focusing on the role of the innate inflammatory response in mucosal immunity as it relates to inflammatory bowel disease.
Dr. Reichert undertook his MD training at the RuprechtKarls University of Heidelberg and Technical University of Munich Medical Schools in Germany. Dr. Reichert's residency in internal medicine and gastroenterology was completed at the Technical University of Munich. He is currently a postdoctoral fellow in the Division of Gastroenterology at the University of Pennsylvania. Under the mentorship of Dr. Anil Rustgi, Dr. Reichert's work is focusing on the molecular regulation of pancreatic ductal epithelial morphogenesis.
Final Words
Planning for the 2012 GRG Spring Symposium is currently underway. Our moderators will be Dr. William Grady, our new GRG President-Elect, and Dr. Andrew Chan. For information about the GRG Awards and other GRG activities, please visit our website: http://www.gastro research.org.
I also encourage members of the GRG to submit original clinical and basic science manuscripts to DDS. Finally, I also encourage the GRG's senior mentors to continue to work with our young investigators by encouraging the submission of up-to-date translational research reviews to DDS as a means for the GRG to advance its mission to ''foster, support, and promote the careers of young investigators'' in digestive disease research.
